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If this Work be of Men, it will come to Nought; but if 
it be of GOD, ye cannot overthrow it. Acts. v. 38. 
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N A-LINE £ 


OF THE 


WORK or GOD, Ge. 


ACTS. xiii. 41. 


Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh : for I 
work a work in your days, a work which ye ſhall - 
in no wiſe believe, though a man declare it unto 
you. 


N all ages of the world, God has ever had his witneſſes, 
although at times, it has ſeemed, as if they were nearly 
cut off from the earth. Elijah thought himſelf the only 
one in his day, until the Lord told him, that he had 
reſerved ſeven thouſand, who had not bowed their knee 
unto Baal, | 


In the days of ſome of the Prophets, true religion was at a 
very low ebb; and from what we learn in Scripture hiſ- 
tory, the labours of ſeveral of the meſſengers of God, were 
attended with but little ſucceſs: inſomuch, that even Elijah 


. begged of the Lord to take away his life, ſaying, ** I om not 


better than my Fathers.” 1 Kings, xix, 4. The Prophet Hab- 
akkuck, was ſo diſtreſſed to ſee no more fruit of his labours, 
A 2 that 
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that he would have been caſt down beyond meaſure, only 


he comforted himielf with theſe confiderations, Chap. iii. 


17. 18. Although the ſig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit 
be in the vines, the labour of the olive ſhall fail, and the field Hall 
wield no meat, the flocks ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there 


hall be no herd in the ſtalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 


joy in the God of my ſalvation.” A conſciouſneſs of his own 
fidelity to God and his cauſe, ſupported him, notwith- 
ſtanding the Imall ſucceſs of his labours, 


The miniſtry of ſome of the Prophets fell out in very 
difficult times; hence, Elijah faid to Eliſha, juſt before 
he was taken from him, “ Aſk what I ſhall'do for thee before 
Doe taken away.” 2 Kings, ii, 9, The old Prophet knew 
that Eliſha's miniſtry would be attended with oppoſition ; 
a3 Ahab and Jezebel were devoted to idolatry, forcery 
and perſecution: therefore he was well. perſuaded, that 
Eliſha would need particular aſſiſtance from above; both 
to qualify him for his miniſtry, and to prepare him to 
ſtand Redfaſt in death, in caſe he ſhould be called to it. 


The civil power, in the days of the Apoſtles being un- 
favourable to religion, Saint Paul himſelf declared, he 
had to fight with beaſts at Epheſus; he had to contend 
with men of a fierce diſpoſition, ſuch were the falſe pro- 
phets and blaſpheming Jews mentioned in this chapter, 
who oppoſed his preaching, and to whom he addreſſed 
the words of the text. Behold ye deſpiſers, and wonder, 
and periſh : for I work a work in your days, a work that ye ſhall 
in no wiſe believe, though a man declare it unto you.” From 
this text, I will endeavour to ſhew :— 


I. What this work is that God works in our days. 
II. Who are the perſons that deſpiſe it. 
III. Wiy they deſpiſe it. IV. What 


6:4: 
IV. What will be the conſequence, 
V. Draw ſome inferences from the whole, 


I. What this work is. 
A work of conviction, converfion and ſanctificat ion. 
J. A work of conviction in the hearts of ſinners. 


The word of God, is compared to a hammer, a fire, 
and a two edged ſword, dividing betwixt the ſoul and 
lin: Entering between the joints of the harneſs.” The means 
moſt commonly uled in awakening finners, is the preach- 
ing of the word; but ſo far is the Lord from confining 
himſelf, to one particular method of convincing man— 
kind that ſome times the moſt unpromiling incidents are 
improved for that end, 

The Lord proclaims himſelf by the voice of nature; 
for it is evident, the moſt barbarous nations know the 
difference betwixt good and evil, vice and virtue, honeſty 
and diſhoneſty, Again, the Lord ſpeaks by Revelation. 
and makes uſe of various ways to reveal his will, Dreams 
and viſions ; mercies and judginents; afflitions of body, 
diſappointments in life; the converſion of friends, or the 
death of relations; all, or any of theſe occurences may be 
inſtrumental, by the grace of God, in the converſiun of 


a ſinner: and happy are they who hear his voice in theſe 


things. 


When the ſpirit of God, brings any of theſe things $6 
a ſinner's conſcience, it inclines him to cor. ſider his ways 
and be wiſe: and thereby becomes deeply convinced of 
ſin. The ſpirituality of the law appears in its proper 
light, and becomes his ſchoolmaſter to bring him to Chriſt. 
In this ſituation, he is ready to enquire of any one, 
Have you ſeen him whom my ＋ deſireth to love. | 
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Deep ſeriouſneſs, ſelf examination, hearty contrition,, 
and importunate prayer, are ſome of his prevailing ex- 
erciſes; and he can ſeldom live a day, it even an hour, 
without exerciling one or all of them. Thus he is a pro- 
per ſubject for the Saviour: for Chriſt came into the 
world to ſeek and fave ſinners, and ſuch he is altogether 


in his own eyes: therefore, his conſtant cry is, God be 
merciful to me a ſinner.” 


2. A work of converſion (or juſtification) in the hearts 
of mouraers. 


The mean of juſtification on our part,-is faith, The 
ſpirit is the author, the heart is the ſeat, Chriſt is the 
objeR, and love is the diſtinguiſhing character. Thereby 
we apprehend Chriſt tor our juſtification, and are able to. 
call God, ** Father by the Holy Ghoſt.” We are then 
made new creatures in Chriſt Jeſus ; Old things are poſt 
away, behold, all things become new.” 


Our faith does not only juſtify, but enables us to over- 
come the world, the fleſh and the devil, as we are ſaid to 
live by faith in the ſun of God; it is not one act of faith». 
but continued believing, that keeps the ſoul alive to God. 
The more we exerciſe «ur faith uf on Gud and his word, 
the ſtronger it will grow; hence we are laid, to go from 
faith to faith, from grace to grace, Whatever difficulties 
we meet in the way, faith is able to ſurmount them; as 
it ſees things inviſible, believes things (which ſeem) in- 
credible, performs things ir peſſibie, (to human power) 
and endures things inſupportzble, 

„Faith, mighty faith, the promiſe ſees, 

* And looks to that alore : 

« Laughs at impoſſibilities, 

« And cries, it ſkall be done.“ 99 8 
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g. A work of ſanctification in the hearts of belieyers.. 


Abſolute perfect ion belongs to God alone, and all beings 
are imperfect, when they are compared to him. Therefore, 
the work of ſanctification, is not the perfection ot God: 
nor is it the perfection of angels, nor of Adam in Para- 
diſe, nor a treedom from ignorance, miſtake, tempta- 
tion, and a thouſand infirmities neceſſarily connected 
with fleſh and blood: but, it ſignifies to have the Same 
mind that was in Chriſt, to walk as Ghrift walked ; to have 
clean hands and a pure heart : to be cleanſed from all filthineſs 
of fle/h and ſpirit :** Such as are ſanctified in body, ſoul 
and ſpirit, ** walk in the light, as he is in the light, and the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt his ſon cleanſeth them from all ſin. 


This work of ſanaification, ſuppoſes a heart ſo influ- 
enced with the love of God, as continually to offer up 
every thought, word and work, as a ſpiritual ſacrifice, 
acceptable to God through Chriſt. Such perſons in every 
thonght of their hearts, in» every word of their tongues, 
and in every work of their hands, © Shew forth the praiſes 
of him, who hath called them out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
lizht, Thoſe who have arrived at ſuch, heights, depths, 
breadths and lengths of the ſalvation of Goa muſt be 
the muſt uſeful. both in public and private life; as the 
love gf Chriſt continually conſtrains them to do good. 


But even this, as well as juſtification, cannot be kept, 
unleſs perſons live in the conſtant exerciſe of that grace 
already received; and whenever this, bleſſed ſtate is loſt, 
it is for want of exerciſing the graces ot it. 


' There is no doctrine in the Chriſtian religion, againſt 
which more objections have been raifed than that of 


ſanRification ; and yet, not ſo much againſt the thing 
itſelt, 


(8) + 


itſelf, as the time, the manner, and the means of re- 
ceiving it. But a doctrine fo glorious in its nature, and 
ſo advantageous tn its effects, we ſhould never be a- 
ſhamed of. 


The reaſon why moſt believers reſt ſhort of it is, be- 
cauſe they do not ſee the need of it, they ſtil] keep ſome 
accurſed thing, or indwelling ſin, is not yet become ſuf— | 
hciently intolerable. They do not believe that t!;e Lord 
both can and will make them clean, or that now is the . 
accepted time, They have ſome faith, but not that de- | 
gree, which makes them fell all, deny themſelves, and 
continue inſtant in prayer for the bleſſing, Preſſing the 1 
point, and pleadirig thoſe promiſes, that relate to that 
ſtate, are the moſt effectual means to obtain it, f 


There are ſome, even among religious people, who do 
not think favourably of this kind of importunity, but 
be aſlured, this is the moſt ſpeedy, and effectual way, 
of obtaining the bleſſings of the goſpel. Obſerve the 
difference, between thoſe who have this fervor, and thoſe 
who ſpeak againſt it. The former, proſper moſt in their | 
own fouls :—their graces amazingly increaſe, and their "© 
gifts exceedingly improve. The others, go on in the J 
old dull track, neither happy in their fouls, nor very uſe- 
ful in their labours: therefore, experience and matter of 
fact both teſtity, that the former extreme is much the beſt. 


. £ 
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Tis probable, luke-warm profeſſors, and thoſe who 
would have no part of religion, but what they call ric) 
rational, may deride your ignorance, pride, and preſump- 
tion; but go on in the name of the Lord, and bring all 
the ſouls you can to Jeſus Chriſt : remembering, all your 
ſufficiency is of God, Keep low at the feet of Chriſt, 


and 
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and in your own eyes; buf ſtrong in faith, giving glory 
to God, and 'tis not known, in what an extraordinary 
degree, the Lord may make you uſeful in the converſion 
of men, 


The Lord, has certainly choſen the weak things of the 
world, and things that are baſe, to confound thoſe that 
are mighty, that no fleſh might glory in his preſence . By 
ſuch weak inſtruments, we are more forcibly convinced 
the work is of God, This as well as juſtification is re- 
ceived by f-ith, and we may continually grow in it, 
until we become matured and filled with all the tulneſs 
of God. 

IT. I now proceed to ſhew, who are the deſpiſers of this 
work 7 


t. All open ſinners, There needs no arguments to prove, 
that theſe deſpiſe the work. They declare their fin as 
Sodom; and carry the mark of the beaſt in their fore- 
head,” The gratification of their ſenſes, paſſions and a p- 
petites, is what they zie in continual purſuit of: and they 
love darkneſs rather an light, becauſe their deeds are evil. They 
will not come to the light, teſt their deeds ſhould be made mani- 
fefl.” They plead in behalf of their carnal pleaſures, and 
cry out, for Barabbas, but let Chriſt and his religion be 
embraced by cthers, not by them, they have other things 
to mind. Religion, is what they have no inclination for; 
conſequently they deſpiſe and reject the counſel of God 
againſt themſelves. The carnal mind is enmity againſt God, 
it is not ſubje& to the law of God, neither indeed can be. They 
are more ready to heap all manner of reproach upon the 
godly, and to conſider them as the off-ſcouripg of the 
world, then to embrace their doctrines, 


2. All 


2. All Phariſees deſpiſe it. 


FTuieſe go about to eftabliſh their own righteouſneſs, ſeek to 
be juſtified by the law, are building upon the ſand, have a form 
of godlineſs without the power, and will not ſubmit to the righte- 
ouſneſs of God by faith, They warm themſelves by the ſparks 
of their own kindling,” of whom it is ſaid, They ſhall lye 
down in ſorrow.”” They have no idea of juſtification by 


faith: therefore, not only deſpiſe and reje& the doctrine, 
but thoſe that preach it, 


How often do we find ſuch fitting in the ſcorner's chair; 
although they do not care to ſtand forward themſelves in 


oppoſing and perſecuting; yet they frequently encourage 
thoſe who will be ſo fool hardy, as to become their tool : 
and 'tis not uncommon to find ſome of thoſe, who even 
call themſelves by the ſacred title of the MinisTERs OF 
CHRIST, among the number, 


g. All who are wiſe in their own eyes, reje& and de- 
ſpiſe it, 


They think THEY are the men, and wiſdom will die 
with them. Were they not ſuch as theſe, our Lord 
alluded to? when he ſaid, © I thank thee O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth; becauſe thou hafl hid theſe things from 
the wiſe and prudent, and haſt revealed them unto babes, even 
fo Father, for it ſeemed good in thy ſight.” Matt. xi. 25. Theſe 
men are like the vain philoſophers, Saint Paul warned 
Timothy againſt, They may have a competency of learn- 
ing; underſtand the works of nature, and thoſe of art; 
and de able to account for many things upon mere. 
natural principles; and puff themſelves up with an 
bigh congeit of their own acquiſitions ; at leaſt, they know 

{5 
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ſo much as tends to make them deſpiſe the doctrines of 
the croſs, Thus the preaching of the croſs was fooliſh- 
neſs to the Greek, becauſe they could not account for 
its doctrines upon natural principles: and their ſucceſſors 
deſpiſe and reject it, imagining every one to be deceived 
who are led by ſuch doctrines. But, only obſerve what 
the Apoſtle ſays, We teſtify the things that we have ſeen, and 
our hands have handled the word of life: we have taſted the good 
word of God, and have felt the powers of the world to come. 


4. Thoſe deſpiſe it in general, who have a little of 
the riches, power and honours of this world. Our Sa- 
viour ſaid, „ is eaſter for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle, than for a rick man to enter into the kingdom of 
God.“ Not that the thing is impoſſible with God; but 
it is ſo difficult, for men of this deſcription, to * and 
feel true poverty of ſpirit, For ſuch to deſcend to the 
ſimplicity of a child ;—to lay down all their conſe- 
quence ;—to acknowledge they know nothing as they 
ought, and humanly ſpeaking, to become à fool for 
Chriſt : this is like . Placking out the right eye, and like cutting 
off the right hand : Nothing but the ht of divine bees 
can do that. 


How common is it for ſuch, rETTY GEN rRY to be more 
proud and abſolute. than deſpotic kings. What a 
parade do they make about exerciſing their power and 
dominion over the lower order. of. men, as if they were 
only their vaſlals and ſlaves; and all this, leſt their ima- 
ginary grandeur, ſhould paſs unnoticed in the world. 
Thoſe who have got into little offices, and who have 
thereby a ſort of pre-eminence over the lower claſs of 
mankind ; uſually exerciſe tyranny and. perſecution: over 

thoſe 


— t — — —ę—— — —H¼ 


— — 
— 


? 
. 
9 
* 
\ 
; 
, 


( 12 ) 


thoſe who embrace chriſtianity more than the ancient 
tyrants themſelves. 


5, Luke-warm profeſſors deſpiſe this work, 


They never experienced ſuch a powerful work upon 
their own ſouls, and accordingly judge, all who profeſs 
ſuch great things are deceived : therefore, when they ſee 


- or hear of others, who make ſuch a ſtir about theſe 


things, they are offended and deſpiſe both them and 
their work. They accuſe them of pride and oſtentation, 
and endeavour to leſſen all their excellencies, If they 
Have any uſefulneſs, or fruit of their labours, they fre- 
quently put the worſt conſtruction on it : and if they 
cannot deny and contradie it, yet they will raiſe all the 
obſtacles againſt it imaginable: ſaying, Such do not know 


themſelves, they will cool in a while, they will ſee beiter in time : 


they are now on the mount, but muſt come down. 


They cannot bear to ſee others more noticed than 
themſelves, therefore endeavour to magnify all their in» 
firmities : and when they cannot either deny ot contradict 
the work; and alſo, that ſuch inſtruments are 'of. great 
uſe; yet, they will ſpeak of it with ſuch coolneſs, in- 
difference, and ſome times 'even ridicule, as to make 
every one who hears them believe, that ſach a work is far 


more in appearance than reality. It is evident in this 


particular, the ſcriptures are verified: The firſt ſhall 


be laſt, and the laſt fieſt.” Thereby, the pride of ſuch pre- 


fefſors is ſorely mortified; conſequently, they defpiſe and 

wonder: and there ate inſtances, where ſuch withdraw 
themſelves from the people, ſuppoſing they will be better 
out than in church-fellowſbip with ſuch. | 


III. I ſhall 
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III. I ſhall attempt to give ſome reaſons, why they de- 
{piſe this work. 


r. Becauſe of the meanneſs of thoſe iuſtruments, by 
which God carries on this work in the world ; they being 
generally poor, and unlearned men: ſuch as fiſhermen 
and tent- makers. To ſee ſuch men as theſe, ſet up for 
teachers in the church, is the height of preſumption ; and 
ſuppoſe, they who will be content to hear ſuch perſons, 
are as much deceived as their teachers, Were their - 
miniſters men of learning, abilities, and literary talents, 
we would ſooner belieye it to be a work of God: but 
when they are devoid of theſe, it requires too great a 
ſtretch of our faith, to believe they are ſent of God, 


But let us enquire a little what theſe teachers pretend 


to know, in order to give them the leaſt probability of 
ſucceſs in the world. 


1. They have the knowledge of themſelves. They 
know they were ſinners; and that unleſs they had been 
converted, they would not have been ſaved, 


2. They have the knowledge of God. They know Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom to know is eternal life. Jon xvii. g. They 
are born of .incorruptible ſeed ; are paſſed from death 
unto life, and experience an aſſurance of the divine 
favour, They have the witneſs of this work in them- 
ſelves, and are aſſured of their title to heaven, 


3. They have a clear knowledge of the doctrines of the 
goſpel, They are well read in the ſcriptures of truth ; 
conſequently, are ſufficiently acquainted with the divine 
will, They may not underſtand the meaning of every 


B difficult 
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difficult paſſage in the ſeriptures; but the doctrina], 
experimental, and practical parts they are well iuſtruct- 
ed in: and from their own experience in tkeſe things, 
are ablc to declare them with authority to the people. 


4. They have an ardent love for ſouls. ** The zeal 
of God's houſe eats them up; and the love of Chriſt 
conſtraineth them.” They are men of faith, of courage, 
of zeal and fortitude in the cauſe of God ; and are wil- 
ling to hazard their lives in the defence of religion, 
They are indefatigable in their duty, and more inclin- 
ed to ſuffer hardſhips, than to covet the favour of men, 
They are men of calm and even tempers; and have a 
firmneſs and conſtancy of mind, that will not be diſ- 
couraged by oppꝰſition. 


5, If to theſe qualifications, there be added, a know- 
ledge of different languages, and ſciences ; theſe being 
ſanctified, will greatly help a man to be a burning and 
ſhining light in the church. Such become able defend- 
ers of the chriſtian religion, and are capable of eminent 


uſefulneſs in the cauſe of God. Great talents, as well 


as great rickes, become a ſnare to many that are lavour- 


ed with them, But inſtead of being proud of them, we 
have need to fear and tremble, leſt they ſhould not do 
the good for which they were intended; and ſo meet 
with the ſame reproof which the mayy did, that had hid- 
den his talent in the earth : Talents, are not given ſo 
much for a man's own uſe, as the good of others : there- 
fore, they who poſſeſs them, ſhould not forget the words 
of Chriſt. Many ſhall ſay unto me in that day, have we not 
tropheſied in thy name, and in thy name caſt out devils, and in 

& | | | thy 
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Ay name done many wonderful works; and yet he will ſay unto 
them, I never knew you.” 


It has generally been found, in all ages, that plain 
men, with moderate talents, full of faith and the Holy 
Ghoſt, have been the moſt ſerviceable in the work of cou- 
verſion, The others, may be particularly uſeful in 
building vp the Church: in unraveling the myſteries 
of revelation ; in reconciling ſeeming contradictions ; un- 
folding the intricate mazes of the heart, and laying open 
the devices of Satan. By theſe means, the church of God 
is built up in her moſt holy faith. No one man appears 
to poſſeſs all the talents requiſite to build up the church; 
therefore, the Apoſtle informs us, To ſome he gave Apo- 
ſiles, to ſome teachers, Sc. and all for the building up of the 
Body of Chrifl ” 

The plan of Trinerant preaching, is certainly the moſt 
calculated for general uſefulneſs ; and happy are thoſe 
churches, who are favoured in this particular; it not 
only promotes variety, but is an excellent mean of 
keeping up the attention of the people. 


2. Another reaſon why many deſpiſe this work, is be- 
cauſe of the meanneſs of thoſe perſuns who are the ſub- 
jects of it, in general the poor. Were they men of wealth 
and reſpectability; men of hononr and eſtabliſhed credit, 
of univerſal good report, that were the ſubjects of this 
work; then it would not be ſo diſguſting. But, when 
they are chiefly the poor; and ſome of the moſt abandon- 
ed characters; yea, even the very refuſe of the people: 
it is ſo degrading to human nature, and all the feelings 
of wiſdom; that it becomes a matter of prudent economy 
to have little or nothing to do with ſuch a deſcription 

of 
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ef people, However, let us not forget, or overlook the 
words of Jeſus Chriſt, ** The poor have the Goſpel preached 
unto them. The ſouls of the poor, as well as the rich, 
are equally valuable in the fight of God, God is no re- 
ſpecter of perſons, „ze rich and the poor meet together, and 
the Lord is the maker of them all.” Therefore, to deſpiſe 
the work of God, becauſe of the poverty of thoſe who 
embrace it; argues the height of pride and folly ;—evils 
rarely to be cured, 


3. Another reaſon, is, becauſe this work is ſo ſud- 
denly effected in the hearts of ſome finners, Perhaps, 
convinced and converted to God in a few days. There- 


fore, they wonder, and cry out, How can theſe things 


be f“ 


To fee a profligate ſinner, a bitter perſecutor one day, 
and in a few days after to be convinced and converted to 
God! This is a thing ſo unaccountable and incredible, 
that they judge it muſt he a delulion: not remembering 
ſuch inſtances as Saul of Tarſus, the Jailor, and the three 
thouſand pricked to the heart under one ſermon: befide 
multitudes that were added to the church daily. - If the 
ſpirit of God could effect ſuch a great work, in ſo ſhort 
a time in the Apoſtles days; why may he not now ? 
The Lord's work is the ſame; and ſo are the means to 
effect it. 


4. Another reaſon, why perſons deſpiſe this work, is 
becauſe of the reproaches thoſe peaple meet with, who 
profeſs to experience it. The world can hardly invent 


any thing too bad for religious people; conſequently 


they are often laying to the charge of the godly, the evils, 
which themſelves are moſt addicted to, 


Again, 


&S vs 


w "v0 WW. 0 oY && 


need Poo bs as. OS. 


» ot 2 * 
13 
os % * 
a 2 


9 


Again, if any perſon falls from his ſteadfaſtneſs, and be- 
comes a ſcandal to religion, it affords great occaſion 
tor the enemies of God to blaſpheme, a circumſtance of 
this kind, ſeldom fails to caſt ſuch an odium upon the 
cauſe, as it not readily wiped off. 


5. Another reaſon why ſome deſpiſe it, is the irregula- 
rities that ſumetimes accompany this work, ſome pray- 
ing, ſome ſinging, and others crying out in loud and 
bitter lamentations ; all at the ſame time. Where the 
work is very rapid, there are at times ſo many of theſe 
irregularities, that they give great diſguſt to ſome timo- 
Tous minds, They readily think, as Gud is not the author 
of confuſion, but of peace; therefore, ail ſuch diſorder 


1 mutt be ofſenſive in his ſight: not conſidering, that God 


looks at the heart; and where ſuch agitations ſpring from 
the powerful operations of the ſpirit, they cannot be 
diſpleaſing to him, Beſides; the paſſions of men are ſoon 
affected; and not unfrequently one by another; particu- 
larly, were any one is powerfully wrought upon by ſtrong 
convictions ; if they give vent t) them, it will frequently 
have a great effect upon others. Some are of opinion, 
that it is the beſt way, not to ſuppreſs them from what 
ſome call prudential motives, but apply to God and the 
faithful, for immediate help; as thoſe are commonly 
ſooneſt brought into goſpel liberty, 


Again, having never ſeen any particular work of this 
kind before, may he one reaſon why they are ſooner 
offended ; for, as it is contrary to any thing that tkey 
have ever ſeen, 'tis natural for them to be diſguſted, 


6. Another reaſon, why ſome are offended and deſſiſe 
it, is becauſe they feel no happneſs in it themſeives , perhaps 
B 2 ſo, 
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fo, and are you aſſured the fault is not your own? "T's 
very probable, you may be mere ſpectators, and not rea 
worſhippers; and if ſo, it is no wonder that you feel no 
happineſs in it. 


Now, were you heartily to join with thoſe who are 
m deep diſtreſs, and offering importunate prayers; and 
conſider yourſelves deeply intereſted in it, either for 
yourſelves, or thoſe in diſtreſs; I am perſuaded that you 
would no longer find it confuſion, but truly worſhip- 
ing God in ſpirit and in truth, 


Again, perhaps you have prejudices againſt ſuch a 
work already; if ſo, your mind was ſteel'd beforehand 
againſt receiving any bene therefore, you came with 
no expectations of receiving good, and conſequently, no 
wonder why you cannot protit vy ſach meetings. 


Again, we ſhould not has 2 our feelings hurt, by ſeeing 
the ſame number of perſo 18 equally diſtreſſed, or re- 
Joicing, were they every (ne in different apartments; 
and pray where can be the difference in the ſight of 
God? ls not the matter equally the ſame to him, whe- 
ther they be altogether in one, or different places? There- 
fore, this objection ariſes from comparing God with our- 
ſelves. Let us confider, the Lord views all the infinite 
myriads of beings in the univerſe at the ſame inſtant of 
time, as clearly, as if there were only one individual 
exiſting. And our looking upon theſe opportunities as 
altogether confuſion, is for want of viewing them pro- 
perly by the light of reaſon and revelation, 


The words in the text rendered.“ Shall not believe,“ 


| ſhould be rendered, will nvt believe. Indeed, if the word 


ſhall, were to be taken according to its common accepta- 
tion 
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tion, it would appear as if it were not in their power to 
believe it: and if ſo, how could they be blamed for an 


impoſſibility? which certainly muſt be the caſe, if God 
had poſitively decreed, that they ſhould not believe it. 


IV. I come now to point out what will be the un- 
happy conſequences of deſpiſing this work of God. 


1. They will be left in a carnal, blind, and uncon- 
verted ſtate. Their diſblieving the truths of the goſpel, 
will hinder the Lord from working this work upon them; 
the ſame as our Lord ſaid of his own countrymen, “He 
could not do many muracles there, becauſe of their unbelief. 
Prejudiced people will neither hear for themſelves, nor 
converſe freely with thoſe who know theſe things by ex- 
perience ; conſequently, they remain ſtupidly ignorant. 


2, They will be deſpiſed of God. God hates the work- 
ers of iniquity ; the proud he beholds afar off.” Thoſe who 
deſpiſe this work, provoke God to do to them as Jeſus 
Chriſt did to the barren fig-tree, ** Henceforth, let no fruit 
grow on thee for ever.” 


There cannot fall a greater curſe upon any perſon, 
than to be forſaken, and given up of God. Ephraim is 
Joined to his idols, let him alone.” Saint Paul, ſays, . God 
gives up ſuch perſons, to ſtrong deluſions to believe a he, 
that they might be damned, who believe not the truth.” How 
terrible it is to be given up of God! No greater curſe can 
attend any perſon in this world, Where perſons can fin 
with greedineſs, and without remorſe of conſcience, it is 
a very great proof that God has given them up: and 
if ne leaves them, how tataly awful muſt be the conſe- 
quence! | 


— 3. They 
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3. They will be forſaken in a dying hour, - They have 
had no experience of this work of God in their life, and 
ſo will be without an intereſt in Chriſt at death. They 
want what ſome call the certificate, the aſſurance of God's 
favour, or the witneſs of the ſpirit, 


How awful, to ſee a man leave the world, without the 
favour of Almighty God. No hope ! no happineſs! no 
confidence in his maker ! all is gloomy and horriblc! 
The world forſakes him, his friends cannot help him; 
and trouble will come upon him like a woman in travail, 
and he cannot eſcape! Depart he muſt! Death has got 
his commiſſion and will not be bribed ! Into eternity he 
mult go, to give an account of himſelf to God! 


„Terrible thought! ſhall I alone, 

Who may be ſfav'd—ſhall I,— 

« Of all, alas! whom I have known, 

„ Through fin for ever die? 

« While all my old companions dear, 

« With whom I once did live, 

« Joyful at God's right hand appear, 

« A bleſſing to receive: 

Shall I—amidſt a ghaſtly band, 
Dragg'd to the judgment ſeat ! 

« Far on the left with horror ſtand ! 

„My fearful doom to meet? 

« While they enjoy his heav'nly love, 

« Muſt I in torments dwell ?— 


« And howl, (while they ſing hymns above) 
«© And breathe the flames of hell 7* 


4. They will be rejected at the judgment day! 
| -* ow 
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How will ſuch deſpiſers, wonder, and periſh : at that 

+ moſt awful day of God! How will they wonder to ſee 

* themſelves forſaken and rejected. They will wonder, 

how the 1iches, the honours or pleaſures of the world ſo 

deluded them: how they could be ſo blind to their own 

intereſt, as ever to ſuffer themſelves to be ſo deceived 

But time is gone! the ſoul is loſt! irrecoverably loſt for 
ever!! 


»» was 


Ho terrible the thought! once I was an inhabitant 

upon earth; had an opportunity of hearing the Goſpel. 
Once my neighbours and friends invited me to hear the 
> word, but 1 turned a deat ear! I would not part with my 
beloved ſins: I would not forſake all for Chriſt. Now all 4 
poſſibility of my ſalvation is for ever gone! Time is no 
more! Sabbaths are all over! No more Goſpel fermons! 
Miniſters have given up their office: and even Chriſt ; 
? himſelf is no longer a mediator and advocate! The 
Judgment is ſet! The books are opened! Sentence muſt 
= pals, Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels!“ All hope is gone! The ſoul - 
is loſt! And now, there is nothing to expect, but eternal 
DAMNATION, 


What wringing of hands! What tearing of hair! What 
curſing of one another, world without end! How unde» 
2X ſcribably dreadful to bear the wrath of God, and endure 
the flames of hell-fire for ever and ever! for ever and 
ever“ Who can bear the thought? The God that made 
them, will laugh at their calamities, and mock when their 
fear cometh! I have called, but ye have refuſed : I have 
Feetetsd out my arm, but no man regarded; truly and em- 
. . phatically it may then be ſaid ; TI great day of his wrath 
5 !; cone and who ſhall he able to tand? Rev. vi. 17. 


Draw 


| 
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1 
V. Draw ſome inferences from the whole. 


1. And is the Lord working ſuch a glorious work in 
our days? A work of conviction, converſion, and ſanc-— 
tiſication. Let us then no longer ſhut our eyes againſt 
the light. Although the Lord does not carry on his work 
exactly according to our views, let us not reject it on that 
account, 


We certainly live in the latter days, when God is 
about to periorm a gieat work in the earth. Whether 
he is preparing his people for perſecution, or the uni- 
verſal ſpread of the Goſpel, he alone can beſt determine: 
but without doubt ſome important event is at hand, O 
that it may be the latter, the glorious commencement of 
the happy Millenium; * When al: fleſh ſhall ſee the ſal- 
vation of God.“ | 


2. This work, has been ſo powerfully carried on, even 


z mong our people, for this laſt two or three years, that 


in Yorkſhire alone, the year before laſt, there were between 
five and ſix thouſand brought to God; and the laſt year, 
it has ſpread ſtill more gloriouſly into many other places. 


Can we expect that a work, ſo powerful, ſpeedy and 
effectual, ſhould be carried on without ſomething re- 
markable? Let us not then reject and deſpiſe it, becauſe 
it is carried on in an extraordinary manner. 


Effect ual fervent prayer, and the preaching of the word, 
ſeem to be the moſt uſeful means in this work: let theſe 
means be duly prized, for thoſe who deſpiſe them en- 
danger their own ſalvation. 


3. In this great work, two things eſpecially are to be 
avoided 
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avoided, The firſt is, thinking every thing that is done 
to be of God. The ſecond is, that there is nothing. of 


God in it: but that it is all from the diſturbed paſſions 
ef the people. 


As to the firſt, unnatural cries, or irreverent expreſ- 
ſions are not to be juſtifi-d by the ſcriptures; yet, pray- 
ing or ſinging heartily, and joining fervently in giving a 
> hearty amen to the ſeveral petitions of prayer, this is 
ge right, and what ought to be in all Chriſtian congregations, 
If that which ſavors of enthuſiaſm, rant and wildneſs can 
be prevented or checked, it is better; and if the managers 
time things well, and have wiſdom ſufficient, it may be 
done. At any rate, it is neceſſary to exerciſe patience, 
and do nothing raſhly, but let charity put the beſt con- 
ſtruction upon matters: as in many caſes, time itſelf 
will remedy them. 
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But ſecondly, to ſay there is nothing of God in it, is 
in the higheſt degree abſurd. Pray why is it, that dif- 
=> ferent perſons are wrought upon juſt in the ſame way? 
* Why is it that they are brought into ſuch diſtreſs, ſo ſud- 
3 denly, ſo powerfully, and ſometimes ſome of them with- 
out even being in the ſame place? Why is it that even 
children, who are not capable of deceiving have the ſame 
work upon them, and are ſet at liberty juſt in the ſame 
way? ſome of which are not more than eight, ten, or 
twelve years of age? and why is it that thoſe who pro- 
4 feſs to be convinced and converted in a few hours, per- 

2 haps within one hour, are now the moſt ſteady perſons in 

our ſociety ? If it were merely natural, and only a touch 
| 1 upon the paſſions, as ſome call it, is it poſſible that it 
+7 ſhould be laſting. 


4 4. Objection, But there are impoſtors among you, 
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and ſuppoſe there be; what does this prove? but that 9 


the work ittelt is real; for you allow, they are not all 4 


impoſters. Let us therefore be aware of ſpeaking 1 
ſuch a work, leſt we ſhonld be found fighting againſt God. 


"Tis a very dangerous thing, for even good people, thro“ 
2 miſguided judgment, to take part againſt God. If you a 
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cannot approve, at leaſt ſuſpend your judgment for the 


preſent ; time and circumſtances may concur to prove 
more fully what is truth, 


Laſtly. Let all miniſters be careful, not to oppoſe this 
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work; by exaggerating and expoſing every little unfa- 
vourable circumſtance that occurs, to render the work 7 
ridiculous, If any perſons ought to poſſeſs a great degree 1 
of charity, ſurely they are thoſe who preach it to others. 
"Tis much more eaſy to find fault with ſuch a work, in % 
a kind of religious chit chat, than to be a means of for- 
warding it. The one may be done without denying our- 
ſelves, and taking up our croſs, but the other cannot. 
The one may create a laugh from luke- warm profeſſors, * 


but the other is an entire oppoſition to every thing of the *% 


kind. 


Let us then have our hearts deeply engaged in the 
work of God, and reckon our labour almoſt loſt, if we 
ſee no fruit of it, May the zeal of the Lord's houſe eat 
us up: and may we be like minded with the prophet, Iſa, ® 
chap. Ixii. 1. For Zion's ſake will I not hold my peace, 
and for Jeruſalems ſake I will not reſt, until the righ- 
teouſneſs thereof go forth as brightneſs ; and the ſalvation 


thereof as a lamp that burneth. 
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FORWARD THIS WORK. 
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4 80 Laer all miniſters of Chriſt keep their own ſouls 


alive to God, and carefully avoid every thing that would 
damp the fervor of the mind. "Tis all in vain to expect 
any great work with ut this; men muſt be like flames of 
fire themſelves, it they mean to ſet others on fire, God 
uſes inſtruments, but chiefly thoſe who have moſt of Gd 
in them.. 


\ 


2. Let ſuch as are elders, or leaders among the people, 
be like-minded with the preachers ; and as much as poſ- 
ſible live in the ſame ſpirit. Let them alſo come forward 


\s to the help of the Lord againſt the mighty, Tis not enough 
barely to rejoice in the work.of the Lord; but they muſt 


ſtand forward freely, courageouſly, and in faith, if they 
mean to help on this work, Prayer. is one principal mean 
of carrying it on with rapidity, and every child of God 

C ought. 
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ought tobe like-minded herein, 'Tis not always thoſe 
who have the greateſt gifts that ate of the greateſt uſe ; 
but principaliy theſe who have moſt of the ſpirit, and 
poſſuſs the greateſt fervor, While perſons are backward 
in this duty, there is little hope of their uſefulneſs. There 
muſt either be a ſpring within.“ The love of Chriſt 
conſtraining them,” or they will do no great good to them 
that are without, 


3. Veur prayers ſhould not be general, but particular? 
not indeterminate, but determinate, not for ſin in gene- 
ral, but for your fins in particular : and you muſt bring 
the matter to a point: urge the penitent to come to 
Chriſt directly, believingly, and fervently; and to look 
for the bleſſing at that time. Expect God to work while 
you pray, to anſwer while you ſpeak, and to open while 
you thus knock at mercy's door. Be like wreſtling Jacob, 
like the importunate widow, yea, like poor blind Bar- 
timeus. God only waits to ſee our importunity, to hear 
our cries, and to prove that we will not go without the 
bleſſing: then he frequently anſwers in a meſt ſingular 
manner, At ſuch times, have particular refpeR to God's 
preſence, and his promiſes ; look for their accompliſh- 
ment, and confider he is an unchangable Being, and 
therefore cannot be more willing to ſave at any other 
time than now, The principal reaſon why prayer is ſo 
fingularly uſeful, is, becauſe it has ſuch a tendency 
to open the heart; perhaps more ſo, than any other 
means. The addreſs being immediately to God, cre- 
ates a ſolemnity of ſpirit ; the fervency of the petition 
engages attention, and the pouring out the ſpirit in an- 
ſwer to prayer, is the chief reaſon why ſo much good 

| is 


(' 27) 
3 done by this mean in particular: therefore, pray on 
nd never faint, and remember God's hands are al- 


pays 0;en ; and 'tis only our hearts that need open ing, 
In order to receive bleſſings from his gracious throne, 


4. Another thing neceſſary to be done on ſome occa- 

ons is, after many fervent prayers have been offered up, 
þ if there is no aniwer, it may be proper and advantageons, 
to diſmiſs the congregation, and deſire only thoſe to ſtop 
who are particularly diſtreſſed, with ſuch as have faith 
in God ; who believe that he both can and will deliver. 
Unbelief, is like an Achan in the camp: therefore, all 
who ſtagger at the promiſe, had better withdraw. Then 
let the faithful direct their prayers for the perſon or 
perſons in diſtreſs, and particularly pray for the things 
they then want, and no doubt, God will anfwer imme- 


diately: and fuch anſwer to prayer gieatly ſtrengthen 
the faith of believers. | 


* 


5. Another uſeful means is, whenever you have an 
opportunity, ſpeak lovingly, freely, and plainly to one 
another on theſe ſubjects, as it will greatly tend to en- 
kindle your devotion, If you ſpend any time with Chriſ- 
tian people, either by accident or defign, improve as 
moch of it as pc ſſible by ſinging and prayer: thereby 
pour viſits will be rendered a bleſſing to, one another; 
and you will never part with ut being better for meet- 
ing. 1hus you willedify one another; ſtir up each other's 
faith, hope, and love, and be a means ot leading ane 
another into Gud: which ought to be the great end of 
all Chriſtian converſation, 


6. Laſtly, 


8899 


6. Laſtly, Live in a conſtant deadneſs to this world in 
affection. Let your conſtant motto be, ** Holineſs to 


the Lord,” | Keep your ſpitits crucified to the world, 
Live a lite of faith, and ſtrive to imitate your maſter, and 
to advance in holineſs of heart and lite every day, Let 


every creature lead you to God, then will you ſee him in 
all things. Trace his providential and red=2ming grace 
in all its branches, and it will greatly tend to produce 
love and obedierce : thus living aad dying, you ſhall 


with joy enter into the preſence of your Lord. 
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